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History of the Union Cemetery 


YING to the west of the present entrance and including a space of eleven acres is 
the original Presbyterian Cemetery, which was conveyed by Robert and Euphemie 
Spears on September 13th in the year 1848 to the Presbyterian Congregation of 
Whitby, and served the communities of both Oshawa and Whitby as a burying ground 
until the year 1875, when a number of citizens of Oshawa and Whitby obtained a charter 
in the name of the Ontario Union Cemetery Company and purchased from W. H. 
Thomas the lands adjoining it which together form a solid block of about fifty acres. 


In the year 1919 the Presbyterian Congregation of Oshawa conveyed to the Ontario 
Union Cemetery Company all right and title to the Presbyterian Cemetery. 


On June 30th, 1922, Mr. G. W. McLaughlin having secured possession of all the 
interests of the Ontario Union Cemetery Company including the portion conveyed by 
the Presbyterian Congregation, believing the time had come when these sacred burying 
places of the dead should cease to be commercialized for purposes of gain and that 
greater assurance of proper care should be guaranteed, after graciously making pro- 
vision for suitable space for the interment of resident Veterans who served in the late 
war, presented these United Cemeteries to the City of Oshawa to have and to hold for 
the public good forever. This generous act on the part of Mr. McLaughlin is de- 
serving of more than a passing word. 

The City Council, on receipt of this gift, took immediate steps to provide for its 
care and management by appointing a Board of Governors of four resident citizens 
who with the Mayor have full control in all matters pertaining to its management. 
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Policy of the Board 


The Cemetery shall be operated for the benefit of the public and not for purposes 
of gain to the City or any individual or Society. All surplus revenue shall be used to 
improve and beautify the property and make provision for further extensions as may 
be found necessary. 

No commission or other considerations will be allowed for sale or transfer of plots 
in whole or in part. All plots will be sold on the basis of perpetual upkeep and the 
prices as low as possible to guarantee a reasonable standard of quiet dignity in up- 
keep for all time. 

The Board will set aside out of the sale of all graves or plots a sufficient percentage 
of such sales and invest from time to time in good sound securities, the revenue of 
which shall be used in the upkeep of these plots in perpetuity. 

In addition to the Veterans’ plot provided by Mr. G. W. McLaughlin before the 
transfer to the City, the Board offers to set aside suitable space within the grounds to 
be designated as “Pioneer Plot” to be used by families or societies who may own within 
the City some small unused graveyard. We believe that only under public ownership 
can respectability perpetually be maintained in institutions of this kind. 

Throughout the older portions of the Cemetery many plots were sold with no pro- 
vision for future care. We appeal to the owners of these plots to co-operate with the 
Board in bringing these under terms of perpetual upkeep so that uniformity may be 
had throughout the grounds. 

We strongly advise the purchase of burial plots before required, when the grief 


of death does not distract from the thought of making suitable selection. The Board 
will retain the services of a competent and obliging Superintendent on the grounds to 
give direction and render assistance at all times. 


Surveys of the Cemetery may be seen at the City Offices. “4 
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Full information may be had from the Secretary at the City Offices, or from the 
Superintendent at the Cemetery, respecting all matters pertaining thereto. 

The fund for perpetual care provides for the proper general upkeep of the grounds, 
graves neat and grass aut, but does not provide for upkeep of vaults, monuments 
or planting of flowers. Special arrangements for this may be made with the Board. 

The head office of the Board will be the Municipal Offices of the City and the City 
Clerk and City Treasurer will act in these capacities for the Board. 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 


Reasons for Rules 





HE following rules are framed at the result of long years of experience in Cemetery | 
management. Their sole obiect is to protect and beautify the burial places under | 
the care of the Board and to ensure the decent and reverent care of graves and | 

mausoleum which is one of the finer impulses of humanity. It is with the utmost con- 
fidence therefore that the Board and officers appeal to lot owners and the public to 
help them in furthering these objects by observing the following rules and regulations. 


Changes in Rules 


1. The Board of Governors may from time to time change, modify or repeal any 
rule or part thereof in such manner as in their discretion will best serve the interests of 
the properties under their care and in exceptional cases where in the opinion of the 
Board it can be done without detriment to the interest of others they may temporarily 
suspend or modify any rule without affecting its general application or enforcement. 

2. Vaults, tombs, cenotaphs and other monuments may be erected thereon subject 
to the rules and regulations from time to time in force. 

3. Lots and Crypts shall be deemed to be sold or reserved from sale when such 
sale or reservation is reported at the Head Office. 

_ 4, Lots and Crypts shall be conveyed by such form of deed as may from time to 
time be adopted by the Board of Governors, and such deed shal] be subject to the fol- 
lowing regulations or such regulations as may from time to time be determined upon yp 
by the Board, as if embodies therein in full. “ 
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(a) 


(b) 


(c) 
(d) 


(e) 


Trees, shrubs, flowering or other plants, may be cultivated on Jots, hut only 
such varieties as are jin good taste and in keeping with the genera) plan of the 
grounds and subject to the approval of the Board of Governors. No tree or 
shrub growing within any lot may be removed or injured without the consent 
of the Superintendent. If any trees or shrubs situated in any lot shail im the 
opinion of the Board become by means of their roots or branches, er in any 
other way detrimental to the adjacent lots, drains, roads or walks or pre judicial 
to the general appearance of the grounds or inconvenient to the publie, the 
Board may enter such lot and remove such trees or shrubs. or such parts 
thereof as are considered detrimental, prejudicial, dangerous or inconvenient. 


Rubbish shall not be thrown on roads, walks, or any part of the gvounds. 
Receptacles are provided at convenient points on the grounds for the deposil 
of weeds, decayed flowers, plants, etc. 


Proprietors shall not allow interments to be made in lots or cryjts fer a 
remuneration. 


To ensure the correctness of records of ownership and interments nv sale or 
other transfer of any lot or crypt or of any interest therein shall be binding: 
upon the Board until notice in writing has been given to the Board :t their 
Head Office specifying the name, address and occupation or other deseription 
of the proposed transferee, and such particulars shall be recorded in a register 
to be kept for that purpose. A fee of one dollar shall be payable upon each 
such transfer. 


No such sale or transfer shall be made until all arrears due for upkeep or 
instalments of purchase money have been paid nor (in the ease of lots nat sold 
subject to perpetual care) until a sum sufficient to provide for the perpetual 
care of the lot has been paid. 
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(g) 


tn case of transmission of interest in any lot or crypt by death, transfers will 
be recorded on receipt of sufficient evidence as follows:— 
In ease of devise by depositing with the Board a sufficiently certified copy of 


the will and probate. 


in cases of intestacy by depositing with the Board either a sufficiently 
eertified copy of letters of administration or a Statutory Declaration setting 
out In terms satisfactory to the Board such intestacy, the names and ad- 
dresses so far as known of the heirs-at-law, and ages of such of them as may 
be minors, and all such heirs-at-law and guardians of minors must designate 
one of their number as representative, who shall be authorized to sign orders 
for interments and give other needful directions regarding the lot. Until such 
designation is filed, or in the absence of a person so designated the Board 
may, from time to time, designate some one of the heirs or guardians so to act. 


No imonument or other structure shall be placed on any lot which in the 
opinion of the Board is offensive, improper or not in keeping with the 
dignity and decorum of a Cemetery and no offensive, improper or indecorous 
inseription shall be placed on such monument or other structure or on any 
crypt, and if in the opinion of the Board any monument, structure or inscrip- 
tioa is a breach of this condition the Board may remove or efface the same. 
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Lot Boundaries 


5. The purchaser shall on receipt of his deed, at his own expense und under the 
direction of the Superintendent, place stone land marks between 4 and 6 inches square, 
and not Jess than six inches deep and bearing the lot and section number !egibly and 
permanently marked thereon at the corners of the lot or lots conveyed to him, such 
posts to be planted level with the ground. If within ninety days after he reveived this 
deed such land marks have not been erected, the Board may erect the same and charpe 
the expense thereof to the owner. 


6. Borders, fences, railings, walls, cut-stone copings and hedges in or around lots 


become unsightly and are prohibited. Fences, railings or hedges in existence at the 
Cemetery previous to the adoption of this rule, if owners so desire, will be removed 
free of cost to them. | 


7. Owners of lots on which overhead vaults have been or may hereafter be erected, 
who wish to place copings around the boundaries of their lots, level with the ground; 
may submit to the Board plans showing the design, specifications, materisl. and method 


of construction and on obtaining their consent may erect copings in accordance with 
such plans and specification. : : * 


8. The Board may remove railings, walls, fences, hedges, coping's sal of en- 
closures heretofore erected around any lot which, by reason of negi#ct ov age have in 
their judgment become unsightly or objectionable. 
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Care and Improvement of Lots 


4, All lots and graves shall be kept properly graded, sodded and mown, and 
flowers and plants kept trimmed. Where the lot is not under perpetual care this work 
shali be done by the Superintendent at the expense of the lot owners at prices from 
time to tyme fixed by the Board. No interment shall be made, nor any monument erect- 
ed in any lot not already under perpetual care, until arrears of charges have been paid 
and sufficient security furnished for defraying the cost of caring for the lot in future, 
but such future charges may be commuted by paying the Board the then current charges 
for ylactug lots under perpetual care. 


tQ, All owners of lots are required to keep in proper repair, at their own cost 
aud to the satisfaction of the Superintendent, all stones, monuments, and other erec- 
tions upon such lots and to remove all rubbish occasioned by putting up or repairing 
such stenes, monuments or erections to such places of deposit as are provided by the 
Ssupemmtendent for that purpose. 


li. ‘The Superintendent shall from time to time report to the Board any lot upon 
which stones, monuments or erections are out of repair; whereupon the Secretary shall 
notify tle owner in writing of that fact and require him to put it in proper repair, to 
the saii.fuction of the Superintendent, and in case any such owner shall, after such 
wohice, refuse or neglect for three months to do so the Board may repair, remove, or 
Ried deal with the same as in their judgment is most in the interest of the Ceme- 
ery 


12. Lnpiements or materials used in doing any work within a Cemetery or Mause- 
lena shralt be removed by the owner without delay, and if not, the Cemetery Superin- 
tendeni: may remove the same and charge the expense, if any, to the owner. 
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18. No lot owner shall make any change interfering with the grading of his lot 
and in case of any such change the Board may restore the lot to its original grade at 


the expense of the owner.. 
14. No person shall make any walk, cut any sod or move corner posts or grave 


markers in the Cemetery. 
15. 'To ensure that there is no unauthorized interference with flowers or decora- 
tions upon the graves or elsewhere in the Cemetery, it is necessary to procure a permit 


at the Cemetery office before removing flowers, plants, ribbons or other articles from 
the grave or in the lots. In order to assist the Board and Superintendent to protect the 


graves and lots, lot owners and relatives are asked to observe this precaution. 
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Monuments, Tombstones and Foundations | 


16. All foundations shal] be built by the Board at the owner’s expense, and the | 
location shall be subject to the Board’s approval. 
| 
1 


17. Orders for foundations shall be accompanied by a properly filled out diagram Pa 
drawn to scale, showing exactly where the foundation is to be placed. The area of the 
foundation shall not exceed 10% of the area of the lot. The charge for building founda- 
tions between May 15th and November 8th will be according to the tariff from time 
to time existing. Notice must be given at the Head Office before any monumental work 
is brought into the Cemetery. 


18. Not more than one monument shall be erected on any one lot. 


19. Permission must be obtained from the Board for the erection of all mon- 
ments and other structures. 


20. The Board will not be responsible for damage or loss of any portable article 
left in any building or on the ground within the Cemetery. 


— 


21. No steps to lots or vaults shall be built without the permission of the Board. 


22. No monumental work shall be delivered at a Cemetery until the foundation is 
completed, and the contractor is ready to proceed with the work of erection at once. 


“/ 
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23. All workmen employed in the construction of vaults, erection of monuments 
and other structures shall be subject to the control] and direction of the Superintendent; 
and if the Board so direct, any workman failing to conform to this regulation shall 
not be permitted to work in the grounds afterwards. Contractors, masons and stone- 
cutters shall lay planks on the lots and paths over which heavy materials are to be 
moved, in order to protect them from injury. 


24. The Superintendent will, in all cases, designate the place where materials to 


be used in erecting monuments or excavating vaults. shall be placed during the course 
of any work. 


25. Owners of single graves desirous of erecting tomb stones must apply to 
the Board for special consideration. 


26, Heavy loads shall not enter the Cemetery when, in the opinion of the Super- 
intendent the roads are in an unfit condition for such traffic. 


Interments 
27. The Superintendent of the: Cemetery or his assistant or some one in the employ 
of the Board shall be in attandance at each interment. 


28. In each case of burial a written statement giving the name, place of birth, 
late residence (with street if person is from the City), age, date of decease, disease or 
cause of death of the person to be interred, place of death, address of deceased’s near- 
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est relations, whether single, married, or widowed, occupation, time of interment, in 
what lot interred, and names of undertaker and medical attendant shall be furnished 
io the Secretary, so an accurate register may be kept. The length and width of outside 


case must be mentioned, and the location of the graves to be opened should be accurate- 
ly designed by a diagram drawn on the back of the statement. 


29. Notice of each interment to be made shall be given at the Head Office at least 
twelve business hours previous thereto, except under special circumstances, as the 
Board cannot be responsible for having graves prepared for funerals unless such notice 
shall be given, and no interment or disinterment shall be allowed without a written 
order for the same from the Secretary. 


30. No interment or disinterment shall be made without the written order of the 
owner of the lot or of the person who may be designated as in these rules provided (as 
may appear on record at the office of the Secretary), and all interments in lots shall 
be restricted to members of the family and relatives of the proprietor thereof unless 
by permission of the Board. 


31. No grave or vault shall be opened for interment, or removal, by any person 
not in the employ of the Board, except in cases where bodies previously placed in pri- 
vate vaults have not been hermetically sealed in which case the owners shal] arrange 
for and carry out the interment or removal, but subject to the supervision of the ceme- 
tery Superintendent. : 


32. When more than one interment is made in the same grave, the last shall 
have at least four feet of earth over the coffin. Only two interments may be made in 
the same grave, except in the common ground. 


(18) 





33. No burial or disinterment shall be allowed in any lot until all charges due 
and unpaid in respect thereof have been paid. See Rule 9. 


34. Persons ordering graves will be held responsible for charges incurred. 
35. Mounds will not be allowed over graves. 


36. We appeal to the public to discourage Sunday funerals as far as circum: 
stances will permit. 
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Receiving Mortuary Regulations 


37, When a body is to be deposited in the Receiving Vault an order must be ob- 
tained from the Secretary under the same conditions as prescribed for interments, and 
payment made when obtaining such order for which credit will be given when arrange- 
ments are made for burial. 


88. All bodies must be removed from vault by first of May in each year. 


39. The remains of persons dying from contagious diseases are not receivable in 
the vault, but must be interred and shall not be disinterred. 


40. No body may be deposited in the Receiving Vault from May 1st to November 
1st unless it is enclosed in an air-tight metallic casket or hermetically sealed zinc- 


lined box. 


41. The Board may remove a body deposited in the vault and inter it in the com- 
mon ground at any time after the expiration of the time for which payment thas been 
made or at any time should the condition of the body render its interment, in the opin- 
ion of the Superintendent, necessary or expedient. 


42. The purchaser of a grave in any single grave plot, wishing to use same for 
more than one burial, shall pay the usual cost for opening graves for each interment. 
Where lots are afterwards purchased, the cost of the grave vacated will be allowed 
after deducting the expenses for the disinterment of the remains and restoration of 
the grounds. 
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Visitors 


43. Visitors are always welcome at the Cemetery and Mausoleum during the 
times fixed by these Rules. They are asked to remember the respect due to the dead. 


44. The Cemetery Superintendent and his assistants shall be empowered and are 
required to preserve order and decorum upon the premises under their care. 


45. Children under the age of twelve years shall not be admitted to the grounds 
ov Mausoleum except when in charge of an adult, who shall be responsible for their 
good conduct and shall see that they do not run over lots or graves. Photographs 
shall not be taken or any part of the Cemetery or Mausoleum without permission in 
writing from the Superintendent. Any complaints to be made by lot owner or visitors 
shall be made at the Cemetery Office or Head Office and not to workmen on the 
grounds, and controversies with workmen or others on the grounds are to be avoided. 


46. Vehicles within the Cemetery shall be driven with due decorum at a moder- 
ate rate of speed and shall not leave the avenues, 


47. Carriage or motor drivers and others employed at funerals shall not turn 
their vehicle on the avenues, but drive around the section on the way out of the 


Cemetery. 


48, Proprietors of any vehicles shall be responsible for any damage done by 
them or their drivers. : 


49. No dogs will be allowed in the grounds. 
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ak or remove any flowers, either wild or cultivated, or 
rite upon, deface or in any Way injure any monument, 
ty in or belonging to the Cemetery or Mausoleum. 


50. No person shall bre 
any tree, shrub or plant, or w 
fence or other structure or proper 


Opening and Closing Hours 


51. The gates are opened for entrance at 7 a.m., and closed to visitors at sun- 
down, and no person shall enter the Cemetery except by the public gate. To ensure 
the proper protection of the Cemetery it is necessary for the officials to enforce this 


rule strictly. 


52. The office of the Secretary will be open each week day except holidays and 
Saturdays, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. On Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


58. The Cemetery offices will be open each week day from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Sundays from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. 


Rules for Monument Dealers, Contractors and Workmen 


o4. Contractors employed to erect vaults, mausoleums, or monuments or do anv 
other work in the Cemetery shall first present an application at the Head Office signed 
by the lot owner or his representative, requesting permission to employ such con- 
tractor ma the work therein specified. Such application to designate the Plot, Sec- 
tion and Lot. 


o5., No statuary work for monuments shall be commenced until the plans there- 
for are submitted to and approved by the Board. 
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56. To avoid possible misunderstanding and trouble, dealers shall, before mak- 
ing a contract, submit the design of the proposed structure to the board for approval. 
Application and orders for work shall be delivered at the Head Office within one week 
after making such contract. 


57. Dealers may specify on their orders the date they wish foundations ready, 
and must give at least fifteen days’ notice before the work is required. All requisite 
blank forms can be obtained at the Head Office. 


_ 58. Corner posts and markers are set by Cemetery employees only. Any person 
displacing, removing or setting the same will not be permitted in the grounds. 


59. No material for the construction of vaults, mausoleums, monuments or tomb- 
stones shall be brought into the Cemetery until required for immediate use, nor shall 
any be placed on any other lots without special] permission from the Superintendent. 


60. Workmen shall cease work if in the immediate vicinity of a funeral until 
the conclusion of the services, 


61. Rules 54 to 60 inclusive, while peculiarly applicable to contractors and work- 
men, are binding also on lot owners and the public. 
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Rules for Gardeners and Their Workmen 


62, Gardeners or others employed by lot owners to plant flowers, etc. shall re- 
move all rubbish to such places of deposit as are provided for the purpose. and carry 


on their work under the direction of the Superintendent. 
63. Gardeners or their employees shall not enter the Cemetery on Sundays for 
business purposes, 


64. No soil may be removed from any lot or from any space adjoining or be- 
tween lots without the written permission of the Superintendent. 


65. No wire-work will be allowed. 
66. No tree or shrub shall be planted inside or outside any burial lot without 
the written permission of the Superintendent. 


67. Rules 62 to 66 inclusive are binding also on lot owners and others interested 


in graves. 
68. All the foregoing general rules of the Board shall apply to the public and 
to the ownership and use of burial space in the Mausoleum in so far as the nature 


of the case permits. 
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Entombments 


69. All bodies shall be properly embalmed before entombment in any compart- 
ment. This is essential to the proper care of the building, and the management reserv- 
es the right to withold the use of any compartment until such preparation is made. 


70. Proper certificate of death and burial permit must accompany all bodies be- 
fore burial takes place. 


71. Compartments will be opened only by employees of the Board and sealed by 
them after an entombment is made. 


72. It is advisable that the name of the person for whom entombment is in- 
tended be registered on the books of the Board, so that no complications may arise 
when request for burial is made. 


73. No entombment shall be permitted until all payments due to the Board for 
purchase money or otherwise shall have been made. 
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Removal of Flowers, Wreaths and Vases 


74, Flowers, wreaths and designs placed against or near any part of the build- 
ing which in the judgment of the Superintendent are liable to stain or deface the 
structure shall be removed within four days. Owners who wish to keep them may 
themselves remove them within that time, otherwise the Superintendent shall do so. 


75. Vases, containers and similar property in the Mausoleum are at the owners’ 
risk and may be removed at any time by the Superintendent. 


(a) No pedestals, urns, vases or other articles of a heavy or cumbrous character 
shall be placed in any part of the Mausoleum except in private rooms. 


(b) Containers, baskets, small vases and similar small articles shall only be 
placed in the Mausoleum with the approval in writing of the Superintendent. They 
shall be at the sole risk of the person so placing them and shal! be placed only in such 
position as the Board approves and may be removed on their instructions whenever 


in their judgment it is desirable to do so because of the interests of other crypt-own- 
ers, or to maintain the mausoleum in neat and orderly condition. 
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Transfers 


76. No sale or transfer of a crypt, section or private room shall be valid without 
first being approved and recorded in the books of the Beard, for which a recording 
fee will be charged, and in no instance will permission be given to remove remains 
from any such crypt, section or private room to allow of the sale or transfer of such 
compartment. 


Inscriptions 


77. The design and contents of inscriptions on the face of each compartment 
shall be approved by the Board. 


78. Visitors are particularly requested not to expectorate within the building, and 
are forbidden to do so. 


Hours 


79. The building will be open on week days from 8.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. during 
the summer months, and from 9.00 a.m. to 4 p.m. during the winter months. Sunday, 
2.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. 


80. It is of the utmost importance that there should be strict observance of all 
the proprieties of the place, whether embraced within these rules or not, as no impro- 
priety will be permitted to pass unnoticed. 
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Charges 


81. A charge of $5.00 will be made for opening, closing and sealing crypts. This 
charge covers the necessary attendance at the time, the making and preservation of 
all records in connection therewith, and the use of the chapel in the building if desir- 
ed. Use of the chapel will be limited to one hour, and notice of the time when service 
will be desired should be given as far in advance as possible. 


Approved at a meeting of the Union Cemetery Board of Governors, Jan. 23rd, 1935. 


A. A. CROWLE, 


F. E. HARE, 
Chairman. 


secretary. 
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